








children are growing and developing and their lungs are growing and
developing too.

(*)

Also, studies published in the Lancet (*) and the New England Journal of
Medicine (**) have concluded that athletes are more vulnerable to air pollutants
because their exposure is greater. The University of Brisbane, Australia, in a
2004 review of pollution studies worldwide, found that during exercise, low
concentrations of pollutants caused lung damage similar to that caused by
high concentrations for those who weren’t exercising. We breathe in thirty
times as much air when we’re exercising as when we’re sitting still. Consider
the impact for children on the playground, the baseball diamond or the soccer
fields of this proposed development.

(*)
(**)

If the Projects Applicants and the City are aware of the ozone risks to all
nearest receptors, to children in particular and to the public at large, why
aren’t they listed in this DEIR, given that ozone will be a significant impact of
the Project development? Have the Project Applicants and the City exhausted
every possible option to reduce the health hazards associated with ozone, given
the risks to school children who will be exposed on their own playgrounds, as
well as on the soccer and baseball fields that the city has planned for Sunset
Ridge Park and the Sports Park planned near 15t Street?

Also, if the SCAQMD’s thresholds are values are “not to be exceeded,” how is it
that the Project has exceeded SCAQMD’s mass emission thresholds for VOC
and NOx, failing to achieve Threshold 4.10-3? Again, this is referred to as a
significant and unavoidable impact, but can—and should—be avoided.

“Threshold 4.10-3: Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is in nonattainment under an
applicable NAAQS or CAAQS (including releasing emissions that exceed quantitative
thresholds for ozone precursors)?

The Project region is in nonattainment for O3, NO2, PM 10, and PM2.5. As described
above, after 2020, implementation of the Project could result in long-term emissions of
the O3 precursor VOC and short-term emissions of the O3 precursor NOx, which would
exceed the SCAQMD mass emissions thresholds for those pollutants.”

I would like to request that in line with EQAC’s comments in their analysis of
the Air Quality section of the Banning Ranch DEIR, that the Project be re-

envisioned and the DEIR be rewritten with the impacts on Newport Crest and
all the nearest sensitive receptors, including Carden Hall, Sunset Ridge Park,



the proposed Sports Park and the adjacent community college currently under
construction, be made less than significant.

And last, given that the City Council has voted to certify a “Statement of
Overriding Considerations (Section 1-11, Executive Summary, Newport Beach
Banning Ranch DEIR) which notes that there are “specific economic, social and
other public benefits that outweigh the significant and unavoidable impacts
associated with the General Plan Project (Threshold 4.2-3),” I would like some
clarification.

Is there any possibility that this Statement could have the effect of diminishing
or discounting the essential concerns raised by this DEIR and by EQAC’s
findings of adverse impacts on the environment and health risks to the nearest
receptors and the surrounding community? We respectfully submit that City
officials are elected to work with the best interests of their entire constituency
in mind, but that cannot mean putting residents of a large segment of the
population at risk of health issues or damaging their quality of life and the
property values of their homes to create more housing, traffic and congestion in
an already densely populated and overcrowded coastal area.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns and questions.
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